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OUR MISSION

To demonstrate God’s love and compassion by providing professional foster care services to children and their families in crisis in order to achieve healing, wholeness and permanency. 

OUR PROGRAM

This is the 25th year of service in Michigan for YGFC. Youth Guidance Foster Care was established in 1982 

as a program of Youth for Christ; now known as CityLinC Ministries. YGFC is a private, non-profit, inter-denominational Christian child foster care agency. YGFC is fully licensed and maintains a contract with the Michigan Department of Human Services to license foster homes and provide general and specialized foster care services. 

YGFC is a very different kind of child placement agency. We are guided by faith and driven by commitment. We employ a wide range of unique and innovative services to achieve success with children previously considered unmanageable. YGFC specializes in finding permanent homes for foster care children who have not been able to achieve success and permanency in previous placements.

YGFC has gained the respect of service providers and court systems across the state of Michigan for providing the highest quality of service to the children and families we serve while maintaining professionalism with integrity. It has been stated, “You are a top-notch program. You have achieved success in cases that others thought wasn’t possible”-Family Court Probate Judge. And, “As far as I am concerned, you are the best private agency in the state. You bring about change in the lives of kids that everyone else gave up on.”-DHS POS Monitor.

YGFC continues to receive exemplary licensing reviews and contract evaluations. We have demonstrated that all YGFC foster families, foster children, and their biological families deserve; are entitled to; and will receive, the highest level of services possible to achieve the goal of permanence for the child.  

While we do not force our beliefs on anyone, YGFC believes that the Christian faith is the foundation for the passion and dedication that makes us the last best hope for some of the most challenging cases in Michigan.

OUR STAFF

YGFC is committed to providing the highest quality foster care available. This is manifested in every aspect of our behavior, beliefs, and actions. We believe that the way we interact with others, our appearance and attitude, the quality of our written work, our presence in court, and our casework are all a reflection of our commitment to excellence. We provide services with good morale character, integrity, and professionalism. 

All staff members are fully committed and have a vested interest in the mission of YGFC. Each staff member receives ongoing training specific to their job position and seeks out additional training and educational opportunities to enhance the level of service provided. YGFC also has the advantage of gaining extensive knowledge of the foster children and their families due to smaller caseloads and more personalized attention to their needs. 

YGFC staff will not tolerate punitive, aversive approaches to the raising and disciplining of children and is therefore committed to a nurturing strengths-based approach with the biological and foster families. 

OUR FOSTER FAMILIES

· Have a natural love for children and teenagers.

· Appreciate the uniqueness of each child and love them unconditionally. 

· Have reasonable expectations.

· Are diverse in race, ethnicity, economic status, and family size to meet the wide-ranging needs of each child. 

· Strive to return the foster child to his or her biological family, prepare them for independent living, or prepare them for adoption.

· Are willing to work as part of a treatment team with biological parents, caseworkers, therapists, social workers, educators, and other service agencies.

· Complete 24 hours of training per year.

· Complete training specific to the needs of the children they have committed to caring for in their home utilizing additional training opportunities to enhance their fostering experience.   

YGFC FOSTER CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES

Foster children are referred to YGFC by the Michigan Department of Human Services county offices across the state and county juvenile courts. These children often present with significant behavioral, mental health, educational and medical needs. 

We believe that the single most important aspect in the life of a child is the child’s family. We believe that children deserve to be raised in families, not just in houses or homes. Children must feel embraced as part of a family to feel loved and respected and to grow up with a healthy sense of self-respect and confidence. YGFC is committed to creating permanence for children through strong healthy families, whether it is in their biological family, foster family, or adoptive family. 

The goal of YGFC is not just about getting the children and their family to the next stage in life. The focus is on affecting their entire future and their generations to come. YGFC strives to assist the children and their family in understanding and accepting that they have God-given qualities within themselves that allows them the opportunity to establish a family legacy that is full of hope and promise. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you would like to know more about how you can partner with Youth Guidance Foster Care, please contact:

Lori Cochard - Program Director (269) 969-9438, ext. 21 or send an e-mail to: lcochard@citylinc.org
or, Nicole Gillies - Licensing/Placement worker (269) 969-9438, ext. 23 or send an e-mail to: ngillies@citylinc.org












PAGE  
1

