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When I think of the word onward, the word upward
naturally follows. To me, onward means marching
forward - continuing to put into place the things that
draw us closer to our mission, vision, culture, and
core values. It’s about improving our processes,
strengthening our relationships, and refining the way
we serve so that we do it better than we did last
month. And upward reminds me that our progress
depends on looking to God for direction - He holds
our success in His hands. 

As I reflect on CityLinC’s journey, I see how the
challenges we’ve faced have made us stronger. Many
of our struggles have pushed us to formalize our
systems and operationalize our processes, ensuring
that what we do, we do with excellence and
consistency. This growth has brought unity and
structure, and in that, I see God’s steady hand guiding
us forward. 

Our goal for the coming year is to expand our
ministry footprint - both in what we do and how we
do it. As a private, faith-based organization, we
should look and feel different because of the hope
that fuels our work. We want our faith to be visible
not only in our services, but also in the way we treat
one another, the families we walk alongside, and the
children we serve. We’re also prayerfully exploring
new ways to help families before they enter the child
welfare system -focusing on prevention,
strengthening relationships, and keeping families
together whenever possible. 

I’m especially encouraged by how our core values -
Faith, Love, Stewardship, Integrity, Excellence, Unity,
and Dignity - are taking root within our staff. As our
team grows, so does our capacity to reach more
people with God’s love. Hiring individuals who align
with these values ensures that we move forward as
one, united in purpose and faith. 

To our supporters, volunteers, and community
partners: thank you for walking onward with us. As
we continue to grow and adjust, we invite you to be
part of the story - whether through giving,
volunteering, sharing our message, or simply praying
for our staff and the families we serve. Your
partnership allows us to bring hope into homes and
healing into hearts. 

When the days are difficult, I find strength by
beginning each morning on my knees - in prayer and
in God’s Word. One verse that continues to ground
me is Deuteronomy 31:6: 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread
of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you.
He will not leave you nor forsake you.”
 
This reminder keeps me focused not on yesterday or
tomorrow, but on today - trusting God to lead us
onward and upward, together. 

ONWARD Written by:
Cheri DeBree
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Sometimes the most inspiring stories are still in
progress. This is one of them. 

“Marcus” (name changed for confidentiality) is a
bright six-year-old who has already faced more
challenges than most children his age. When he
first entered foster care, his aggressive behaviors
were so severe that residential placement- a level
of care typically reserved for much older youth-
was being considered. For a six-year-old, this was
almost unheard of. 

After several disrupted placements and a difficult
transition through respite care, Marcus was
placed in a pre-adoptive home with a single father
and three other boys. From the very beginning,
the change was remarkable. 

Within weeks, the school reported a complete
turnaround. At a recent Family Team Meeting, his
teachers shared that Marcus had made friends,
was meeting all academic milestones, and no
longer required a behavior plan or special
education support. “They were shocked to hear
about his past struggles,” our Program Director
noted. “They haven’t seen any of the behaviors
that once defined him.” 

Even more inspiring, Marcus has learned to
recognize when he needs space. During his first
week, after one small incident, he independently
chose to take a book and head to a quiet spot to
calm down- something unthinkable just months
earlier. 

When asked what makes this placement work,
staff point to the adoptive father’s patience. He
doesn’t view every misstep as a crisis, but
understands that some behaviors are simply “a
little boy being a little boy.” This grace has given
Marcus the stability and safety he needed to
thrive. 

Though the adoption has not yet been finalized,
Marcus is thriving in his new home and
community. His story is a powerful reminder of
why we do this work- and of the life-changing
difference foster and adoptive parents can make.
 
The Program Director shared: “We need more
parents with big hearts who are willing to step
in, love these children, and give them the chance
to grow. Marcus is proof of what can happen
when a child is finally given a place to belong.” 

We look forward to sharing more of Marcus’
story in future, when his adoption is complete.

A Journey
Toward
Belonging

A Journey
Toward
Belonging

"We need more parents
with big hearts willing

to step in, love, and
give children the
chance to grow."
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GIVING TUESDAY
On Tuesday, December 2nd, people all over the world
will come together for Giving Tuesday, a special day set
aside to celebrate generosity, compassion, and making a
difference in our communities. 

Here at CityLinC, we see the power of giving every single
day. Your generosity makes it possible for us to mentor
youth, support foster and adoptive families, and walk
alongside individuals who are finding a fresh start. Every
story of hope and healing begins with someone choosing
to give. 

Giving Tuesday is more than just a date on the calendar.
It is a moment to pause in the middle of the busy holiday
season and remember what truly matters: lifting up our
neighbors, strengthening families, and living out the love
of Christ in real and tangible ways. 

This year, we would love for you to be part of the
movement. No gift is too small, and every dollar given to
CityLinC goes directly into programs that are changing
lives right here in our community. 

Together, we can turn one day of giving into a lifetime of
hope. 

Scan the QR code below to give today and join us in
making a difference this Giving Tuesday. 

“Each of you should
give what you have

decided in your heart
to give… for God loves

a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7
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WHEN TRAGEDY
STRIKES

One especially impactful gift came from the
Battle Creek Community Foundation, which
donated $1,000 to help the family get back on
their feet. 

As their foster care worker shared, “It takes a
village to raise a child. It takes a village to raise a
family. And we saw firsthand this village come
together for this family.” 

While insurance is working to place modular
homes on their property, the family continues to
live in several hotel rooms- a challenging
arrangement for such a large household. Yet
through it all, their gratitude has been steadfast.

Even the smallest donations, like a board game
for the children, have been met with joy and deep
appreciation. 

This family has given so much to the foster care
community over the years, welcoming children
with a wide range of needs into their home
without hesitation. To see our broader
community now rallying to care for them in their
time of crisis is a powerful reminder of what it
means to stand together. 

Though the road ahead is not easy, the love and
support surrounding this family makes it clear:
they are not walking it alone. 

At the end of this summer, one of our longtime
foster families experienced a devastating house
fire. Thankfully, no one was home at the time, and
everyone was safe, but the fire caused significant
damage, forcing the family to leave their home
and move into temporary hotel housing. 

The fire, caused by an electrical issue, began
inside the flooring of the children’s bedroom and
spread into the living room below. In a matter of
moments, this large, multi-generational family-
made up of foster parents, adopted children,
adult children, and grandchildren- was displaced
from the home where so many memories had
been built. 

In the first hours, the family’s most urgent needs
were simple yet vital: clothing, hygiene items,
food, gas cards, and even small activities to keep
the children’s minds occupied. The call for help
went out, and the response was immediate. Staff,
community members, and donors stepped
forward with overwhelming generosity. Clothes,
gift cards, financial support, and toys began
pouring in.

"Though displaced, this foster
family is not walking the road

alone. Their community is
walking with them."
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As many in our community know, CityLinC is no longer
operating the Second Wind Handymen program. While that
chapter has closed, we’re pleased to share that the same trusted
work continues through Boyer Boyz, led by Dale Boyer, a
Licensed Contractor with the State of Michigan.
 
Dale was inspired to start Boyer Boyz “to continue our
commitment to offer quality handyman services while
mentoring and training young adults in the handyman trades.”
This vision ensures that every project not only provides
dependable help for families but also gives young adults
valuable skills and experience. 

Boyer Boyz provides just about everything for home and yard
upkeep and repair. From routine fixes to bigger projects, their
team is committed to the same high-quality service that Second
Wind was known for at CityLinC. 

What makes Boyer Boyz unique is the impact each job has
beyond the work itself. As Dale explains, “When you hire the
Boyer Boyz, you become a partner in encouraging young adults
to develop a wholesome work ethic, to make significant
contributions to their community, while pursuing a successful
career in the handyman trades.” 

To learn more or schedule a project, you can reach Boyer Boyz
at info@boyerboyzbc.com, visit boyerboyzbc.com, or call (269)
209-1219. 

The same spirit of professionalism and service that defined
Second Wind Handymen lives on through Boyer Boyz- now with
the added mission of shaping the next generation of tradesmen. 

"Our goal is to
provide excellent

handyman services
while mentoring and
training young adults

in the trades."

FROM SECOND
WIND TO
BOYER BOYZ 

FROM SECOND
WIND TO
BOYER BOYZ 
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At Second Wind, mentorship is built on relationships
that change lives. Pastor Mike Howard, our Chaplain of
Spiritual Faith, recently shared the story of his journey
mentoring Christian, a young man he has walked
alongside for over four years. 
“When we first started, Christian had three simple goals:
employment, housing, and getting his driver’s license
back,” Pastor Mike explained. “He now works full time in
a factory in the industrial complex in Fort Custer. He
obtained a mortgage and has his own home, and he’s
working on getting his license back. Of his three big life
goals, he’s already accomplished two.” 
One of the most meaningful milestones Pastor Mike has
seen was Christian’s graduation from drug court nearly
two years ago. “He continues to be committed to his
sobriety,” Pastor Mike shared. “He and his girlfriend had
a baby about six months ago. The commitment Christian
has to his sobriety is heightened by his desire to give his
new baby daughter a steady life.” 
Pastor Mike also recalled a pivotal moment when
Christian’s choices carried heavy consequences. “While
he was in Drug Court, Christian refused to leave his
girlfriend who was, and still is, an active user. Because of
that decision, he spent five months in jail. While he was
in jail, I paid his mortgage for him, as well as utilities and
other miscellaneous expenses. It made a huge
impression on him. Now he is doing well and is intent on
paying his gifts forward.” 
The growth Pastor Mike has witnessed is best captured
in two quotes he shared: 
“People don’t care how much you know until they know
how much you are.” – John Maxwell 
“As human beings, our greatness lies not so much in
being able to remake the world… as in being able to
remake ourselves.” – Mahatma Gandhi 
Pastor Mike explained why this approach works: “Our
mentorship at Second Wind is built on relationships.
Much of what we call ‘mentoring’ is based on the 5 C’s –
Challenges, Choices, Consequences, Creative Solutions,
and Conclusions. Once the relationship is established,
you are then allowed to challenge, come up with creative
solutions, and more. But the relationship comes first.” 
For those who may be interested in mentoring, Pastor
Mike offers a heartfelt invitation: 
 “The top priority of mentoring is to meet people where
they are. If they are three months behind in rent or
mortgage payments, are you willing to step up and help?
If they need a ride to work, are you willing to provide it?
If they call with a problem in the middle of the night, will
you be there for them? If you can answer any of these
questions in the affirmative, then please call me at 269-
986-4061. Maybe you are not in a position to provide
financial resources, but there are other ways to
contribute.” 

A STORY OF
GROWTH 
AND HOPE
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